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on lateral stems, somewhat resembling cat-
kins, and the female organs on shorter lateral
stems, resembling buds. The sphagnums grow
in compact masses, often covering large areas.

Sphene, or Titanite, calcium silicate and
titanate. Fine specimens of dark brownish-
green color are used as gems, though they are
too soft to be of great value.

Sphenodon, or Hatteria, the genus
name of a New Zealand lizard (5. puncta-
tum}. It is the only living member of the
order Rhynchocephalia, and in many re-
spects displays archaic characters, known else-
where only among fossil forms. The usual
length is under two feet. There is a long

annual revolution, converge to a single point.

Sphere, in mathematics, a surface every
point of which is equally distant from a fixed
point known as the center. A sphere may be
described through any four points, as a circle
may be described through any three.

Sphere of Influence, a comparatively
modern development of international politics,
dating practically from the Conference of
Berlin in 1884. In 1885 arrangements were
entered into between Great Britain and Ger-
many, 'relative to their respective spheres of
action in portions of New Guinea.' In like
manner, after the Chino-Japanese War, the
various European powers and Japan estab-

The Egyptian Sphinx at Gizeh.

tail, which is strongly compressed, and both
fore and hind limbs each bear five toes, which
are clawed and webbed at their bases. The
upper parts of the body are clothed with
small scales, intermixed with tubercles, while
a crest of spines runs from the posterior part
of the head to the tail. Generally, Spheno-
don is a specialized remnant of the stock
from which the other existing reptiles arose.

Sphenoid Bone, a large and important
wedge-shaped bone of the skull, made of
several bones ossified into one.

Sphere, in astronomy, the hollow vault
of the sky upon which the heavenly bodies
are seen projected. Its momentary center is
at the eye of the observer; its surface is con-
ceived to be indefinitely remote. Hence,
parallel lines produced to meet it, such as
meteor-tracks, or the earth's axis during its

lished spheres of influence in China. W. E.
Hall, in his International Law (1904), states
that expression represents 'an understanding
which enables a state to reserve to itself the
right of excluding other European powers
from territories that are of importance to it,
politically, as affording means of future ex-
pansion to its existing dominions or protector-
ates, or strategically, as preventing civilized
neighbors from occupying a dominant mili-
tary position.'
Spherical Harmonies, a mathematical
method of great value in the investigation
of distributions of attracting and repelling
'matter' (gravitational, electrical, or mag-
netic), which act on other distributions of
the same kind according to the Newtonian
law of the inverse square.
Spheroid is the surface generated by the